A 69-year old man underwent a kyphoplasty and short pedicle screw fixation due to a thoracic (T8, T11 and T12) burst fracture. The patient was asymptomatic and a computed tomography (CT) showed a foreign body into the azygos vein and the right pulmonary artery that corresponded to a cement embolism (Figs 1 and 2). 
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